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Ch. 34 §2

§ 2. Form of Action

Proposals originating in the
Congress for amendments to the
Constitution are made in the form
of joint resolutions, which have
their several readings and, if
passed by both Houses, are en-
rolled and signed by the presiding
officers of the two Houses but are
not presented to the President for
approval.()

The form of the resolving clause
for such a joint resolution is as
follows:

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each House concurring there-
in),

This adheres to the form for the
resolving clause for all joint reso-
lutions® with the addition of the
parenthetical phrase relating to

may Propose Constitutional Amend-
ments, Mar. 25, 1998 (regarding H.J.
Res. 84, 105th Congress).

1. House Rules and Manual
(2007).

2. See 1 USC §102.
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the constitutional requirement of
a two-thirds margin in each
House for passage of such a joint
resolution, which has been in-
cluded in all joint resolutions pro-
posing constitutional amendments
that have been ratified.®

3. See, e.g., H.J. Res 27 of the 80th
Congress, which became the 22d
amendment, the resolving clause of
which is set out at 93 CoNG. REC.
863, 80th Cong. 1st Sess., Feb. 6,
1947; S.J. Res 39 of the 86th Con-
gress, which became the 23d amend-
ment, the resolving clause of which
is set out at 106 CONG. REC. 1257,
86th Cong. 2d Sess., June 14, 1960;
S.J. Res. 29 of the 87th Congress,
which became the 24th amendment,
the resolving clause of which is set
out at 108 CoNG. REc. 17655, 87th
Cong. 2d Sess., Aug. 27, 1962; S.J.
Res. 1 of the 89th Congress, which
became the 25th amendment, the re-
solving clause of which is set out at
111 CoNG. REc. 7969, 89th Cong. 1st
Sess., Apr. 13, 1965; and S.J. Res. 7
of the 92d Congress, which became
the 26th amendment, the resolving
clause of which is set out at 111
CoNG. Rec. 7570, 89th Cong. 1st
Sess., Mar. 23, 1971.
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